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hundred of the deputies elected were themselves practising
Catholics,
In the meantime the Action Fran false, which had
supported Catholicism through the difficult period before
the War, was now fast reaping its reward* It became more
and more the leader in Catholic activities and above all in
political activities, but its policy was one of complete
Nationalism, and advocated placing the State in a position
of power compared to the Church that was only equalled
by Fascism in Italy. It did not seem possible that the
Vatican could ever agree to such a policy, any more than
that it could agree to Fascism in Italy,
Then there was the question of peace. The Action
Franfalse led the group of people who believed that no
peace was ever possible between France and Germany,
and they soon clashed with the new Pope Pius XI, who
not only was determined to fight for peace, but was
equally determined that what he wanted he would, if
possible, obtain.
In June, 1923, he issued what proved to be for him a
very crucial message. He was referring to the occupation
of the Ruhr, and it read as follows: "Now that amongst the
Governments of the Powers most closely concerned in the
War, new diplomatic conversations are in view, based on
new proposals, in order to reach a friendly solution of the
questions which are trotibling Central Europe, and in-
evitably recoiling on all nations, We believe it to be Our
duty to raise again Our voice, disinterested, impartial and
of good-will towards all, as the voice of the common
father must be, Considering the grave responsibility
lying at the moment on Us and on those who hold in their
hands the destinies of the peoples, We conjure them once